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Kartagener syndrome (situs inversus, sinusitis and
bronchiectasis) is a rare, ciliopathic, autosomal recessive
disorder that causes a defect in the action of the cilia
lining the respiratory tract. Situs inversus can be seen in
about 50% of cases.
We present a case of a 10-months-old girl with total
situs inversus, diagnosed at birth and recurrent respira-
tory tract infections. The child was with repeated admis-
sions since 5 months age. The suspicion for Kartagener’s
syndrome was made based on clinical presentation and
radioimaging. Nasal brushing as least invasive enables
observation of ciliary structures in electron microscopy.
The results revealed an anomaly in the organization of
the ciliary microtubules. An early diagnosis and treat-
ment may prevent the development of bronchiectasis,
which define the prognosis.
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